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Editor’s NotE

W  hen I was appointed editor of Business 
Unusual, I grabbed the opportunity and set my 
sights on completing the first quarter edition. 
Little did I know that in the course of my 

mission the world would become unusual. My appointment 
coincided with many world events that competed for media 
attention. The outbreak of the coronavirus eventually caught 
attention of global newsrooms. 

To avoid herd mentality and to leave up to the values of this 
magazine I decided that we should focus on the growing 
concerns about the future role of global institutions that 
define the international political and economic system. 
However, it was the wisdom of my team that changed my 
mind to report on the coronavirus as our main story.

In our leading minds section Themba Mosai argues that 
when leading in uncertain times it is important to detach 
and see the world for what it is. Also, he continues, it is 
important to have people around that will tell when you 
are naked. I am glad that the wisdom of my team prevailed 
given the unprecedented events to follow the corona-
virus outbreak. The outbreak itself is not unprecedented. 
Such events happened in the past causing unprecedented 
human suffering. 

The Spanish Flu of 1918 is one such event. I would never 
have agreed with anyone this time last year that there will 
be a pronouncement of a near state of emergency in South 
Africa. Having experienced state of emergency in the 1980s 
and 1990s, I never associated such government intervention 
with the pursuit of public good. The Apartheid government 

used these legislative powers to advance its own political 
agenda of oppression. 

How does one then report and describe President Cyril 
Ramaphosa’s actions to curb the coronavirus? When 
reporting, journalists are expected to use verifiable and 
measurable facts rather than qualitative characterization of 
a subject. Such approach leads to objective writing which 
is valued in journalism because it is consistent over time 
whereas subjective writing can vary from day to day or 
person to person. However, I cannot help it but to abandon 
objective writing to describe actions taken by the president.

At the risk of undermining his political career or a backlash 
from business the president took an unprecedented and 
bold step to lockdown South Africa. It was the first in 
democratic South Africa and unexpected considering how 
these powers were used in the past and the damage they 
could have on business and the economy. Signs that small 
businesses will be the hardest hit are already starting to show 
as Jay Jacobz in our entrepreneurship section describes. Yet 
small businesses are resilient. Gov Makhubela writes in the 
innovation section about the resilience of an entrepreneur 
who against all odds succeeds in his mission. 

In similar vein Mongezi Mtati in the opinion section reminds 
us of Ntate Maponya, a resilient entrepreneur, who became 
successful even under hostile conditions for business. Yes, we 
can overcome the challenges of the bleak future ahead of us. 
However, it is never going to be easy because the lockdown 
consequence will be devastating for the South African economy. 
To find out how, read our main story. I hope you enjoy.  

Ever-changing world
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Gov Makhubela  
Govenor Makhubela has over 15 years of experience 
spanning from business strategy, research and analysis. 
Lately he has been involved in turning invention ideas 
into real products and profitable business ventures. He is 
equipped with proficient leadership strategies aimed at 
enhancing job performance. Self-driven personality experi-
enced in organisational assessment through optimization 
and streamlining of business processes for maximum 
efficiency and productivity. He has developed a deep 
understanding of business development, sales, marketing 
and operations that are growth oriented. Apart from 
managing a publication business, he has written articles 
related to business and person’s profiles, investment guides 
and economic analysis.

Jacob Moshokoa 
Jacob Moshokoa, the 2014’s MTN Radio Awards Current 
Affairs Presenter of the year, co-hosts the motoring feature 
on 702 with Azania Mosaka. Jacob studied radio production 
but then worked for Television Broadcaster, Soweto TV. 
While at Soweto TV, former EWN editor-in-chief, Katy 
Katopodis, spotted his talent and recruited him. At EWN 
he became the news anchor for the afternoon drive show. 
He is a helpless car fanatic who takes any chance to review 
the newest wheels on the market. His energy and determi-

nation have driven him to become an entrepreneur. He is a 
voice-over artist and an MC. His portfolio of clients includes 
BMW and NAAMSA amongst others. 

Jay Caboz 
Multi-award-winning photojournalist Jay Caboz loves the 
landscape and environmental documentary. His work has 
taken him to some of the most remote parts of Africa telling 
compelling stories of innovation from rats that help remote 
landmines in Angola to sleeping under the stars with anti-
poachers in South Africa.

Mongezi Mtati
Mongezi Mtati is the founder and MD of WordStart, a digital 
marketing and strategy agency. Mtati is also a keynote 
speaker and a writer who provides insights on the evolution 
of communities across digital platforms.

twain Mafoko
Twain Mafoko is the owner of Chef Twain, a company that 
operates in the hospitality industry with a specific focus on 
culinary arts education. Aside from catering the culinary 
consultancy firm offers development of menus, learning 
material, turn around strategies for kitchen operations and 
culinary arts conversations.

Meet our contributors
sponsors Welcome, Man Working on Holographic interface, Visual screen. Photo: Stockbakery.
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BitE siZEs 

With the P400e drivers may 
no longer need to stop at 
filling stations for short trips
Engineers in the car industry are pushing the 
ticket to develop less expensive cars that are 
environmentally friendly without losing the 
overall driving experience on the road.

L and Rover has introduced its latest model, the Range 
Rover Sport P400e, an alternative to the conventional 
hybrid motorised engine. Unlike the standard hybrid 
technology, this model features a lithium-ion battery 

that power the 85kw electric motor. The electric motor is 
used in place of the petrol engine to move the car when 
necessary. 

To charge its batteries this car uses an external electrical 
source. Hence, they are called plug in hybrid electric 
vehicles (PHEV). The access point for the charging 
cable is hidden in the front, behind the grille 
badge.  The prismatic cell lithium-ion batteries 
are mounted at the rear beneath the boot 
floor. The batteries can be fully charged 
in 7 hours 30 minutes using the 10-amp 
home charging cable supplied as 
standard (Overnight charging at home 
or at the office ideally).

The parallel hybrid driving mode 
combines petrol and electric 
driving which ultimately maximises 
fuel efficiency. The longitudinally 
mounted 2.0-litre four-cylinder 
Ingenium petrol engine produces 
an impressive 640 Nm of torque 
and the clever drivetrains juggle 
dynamic and sustainable perfor-
mance typical of Range Rover 
capabilities.

So, this is what you need to know 
about this plugin hybrid model and 
how it feels when driving. The power-
train’s precision and control make for 

comfortable progress in all conditions and across all 
terrains. The driver also has an option to switch to full 
EV mode (electric vehicle) which on a full charge can  
get you almost 50km which is perfect for city driving 
especially with the traffic on a typical school run. This 
advanced drivetrain allows the P400e to accelerate from 
0-100km/h in 6.8 seconds and on to a maximum speed 
of 220km/h. The silent approach it gives off allows for a 
very smooth and almost floating feel both on the road and 
off-road. I had a chance to play with it on the gravel and in 
true Range Rover style, it’s effortless and almost seamless in 
its movements.

It still feels like a Range Rover Sport, happy to 
race off, balanced and comfortable to drive, 
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By Jacob Moshokoa



and still a little wavey in the corners if you hit them too 
hard. The gearbox is nice and smooth but can sometimes 
leave you with a little pause while it figures out what it is 
doing - although shifting driving modes can help you get 
 around that.

The Range Rover P400e is available in both standard and 
long wheelbase body styles and has been enhanced with 
further technologies for greater comfort and convenience 
which include…
• Gesture sunblind: opened and closed by an advanced 

gesture control system that senses an occupant’s hand 
movement.  All it takes to open the blind is a rearward 
swipe in front of the rear-view mirror, and forwards to close.

• Air Cabin Ionisation: uses nano-sized charged water 
particles to cleanse and purify the air for enhanced 
passenger wellbeing

• Pixel-laser LED headlights: advanced technology is 
brighter and yet intelligently blanking sections of LEDs 
to avoid blinding oncoming drivers.

The interior oozes comfort and luxury with a rear redesigned 
cabin and seating layout which creates a soothing atmos-
phere without affecting the large boot space. 

The flagship Range Rover, the Range Rover Sport also 
features the latest Touch Pro Duo infotainment system, 
which has led to the removal of pretty much all buttons in 
the cabin. Temperature dials and a volume knob persist, but 
everything else is touch-based. That extends to the steering 
wheel, where control of the driver display elements from 
the left-hand steering wheel controls uses a controller that 
changes its icons based on what you're doing.

It also has Gesture sunblind/sunroof and Pixel-laser LED 
headlights, but adds a new Advanced Tow Assist function 
to take care of the difficult counter-steering required to 
position trailers accurately when reversing. 

The starting price for the Range Rover P400e starts at 
around R1.63 Million rand.  
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CoVid-19

A fter months of global intervention, the coronavirus 
pandemic is not abating. Unlike its recent prede-
cessors, this virus has spread like wildfire from 
Asia to Europe and to America. China was the 

first epicentre of the diseases followed by Italy and Spain. 
Now the US and Brazil have become the new epicentre 
for the virus, both accounting for nearly 40% of the global 
infections. In these countries the infection curve is still on 
the incline (see Graph 1&2).

By staff reporter

The outbreak of the coronavirus has kept humanity throughout the world on the edge, 
eagerly awaiting health professionals to find a solution. Meanwhile, the pandemic is 
wreaking global economic havoc, forcing economic stimulus plans to reduce its impact

six months after quarantine, 
the curve is not flattening.

Ironically, presidents of the US and Brazil are sceptics and 
have either downplayed the pandemic or blamed China. 
While their stance on the pandemic has received media 
attention, it has also disadvantaged them politically. The 
surge in number of infections in their respective countries is 
attributed to their leadership or lack of it. 

In contrast, government leaders in regions such as Europe 
responded with tough regulations that minimised human inter-
action to prevent the spread for the virus. Italy was amongst 
those European countries hit the hardest. In Lombardy, a 
town 60 km south-east of Milan, confirmed cases increased 
to 44 in February 22nd, from the initial 16 cases, diagnosed 
the day before. Five elderly people diagnosed with the virus 
died. For a while, their infections curve increased but today 
it has flattened allowing government to lift the quarantine. 

Even though no one can predict how the virus will spread 
as its distribution changes across the world, many predicted 
that Africa would endure long periods of infections given 
its health care system constraints. Yet, six months after the 
outbreak, the continent remains relatively unaffected. South 
Africa has the highest infections recorded in the continent 
with nearly 140 000 cases and 2 413 deaths at the time 
of writing. SA’s death rate was however low compared to 
Egypt’s, the second highest country in Africa in terms of 
infections. Egypt’s death rate of 4% is two times higher 
than SA death rate. The levelling of daily infections curve in 
Egypt (see graph 4) can minimise pressure on its healthcare 
system capacity.

Graph 1: Us daily infections. source: Johns Hopkins University
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Graph 2: Brazil daily infections.
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As Graph 5 demonstrates, the capacity of the healthcare 
system is a finite resource that can be overwhelmed if the 
pandemic curve steepens rapidly. In March, Minister of 
Health, Zweli Mkhize announced that SA’s public healthcare 
system, excluding the private sector healthcare system, had 
the capacity of 87000 beds. This means that the public health 
care system is not yet overwhelmed considering that active 
cases of infections are 51% of the total cumulative recorded 
cases since day zero. Furthermore, not all confirmed cases 
require hospitalisation.  However left unchecked the health 
system might find itself in severe stress

Graph 5: Flattening the curve. source: the Gardian
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Hence SA government, like many other across the world, 
has taken actions meant to contain rapid daily infections 
so that the healthcare system can cope. Yet containing the 
spread of the virus through government interventions is not 
a guarantee considering the properties of the virus. 

The coronavirus found a fine balance between conta-
giousness and deadliness relative to other global 
pandemics. Most viruses derive their contagiousness from 
their exceedingly small size. The coronavirus is about 
125 microns or 125/1000 of a millimetre. To put this into 

context, 125 microns are equivalent to one unit of a milli-
metre divided into thousand units and only 125 of those 
units are equal to the length of the virus. This is one of the 
properties of viruses including coronavirus that makes them 
more effective because they are extremely small to see 
with a naked eye and they can pass through most filters. 
Ordinary cloths and other surgical masks are unlikely to stop 
the virus from infecting a person. 

This also is why the N95 respirators or their equivalents such 
as KN95 and FFP2 from China and Europe respectively have 
become coveted medical items worldwide ever since the 
Covid-19 outbreak. These masks are designed for industrial 
and medical purposes. The masks can block invaders as 
small as 300 microns in length. 

Though the virus is smaller than the filters of these masks, 
the coronavirus usually travel with other particles resulting 
in a combined particle size that the respirator can block. 
These masks block 95% of particles from entering the nose 
or the mouth of the wearer whilst allowing breathing through 
microscopically porous filter. It is this filtration efficiency, that 
countries are clamouring for these masks putting pressure 
on firms to increase their production. Global production 
of these masks is estimated to increase by 153, 1% from 5 
billion units in 2019 to 12 billion units in 2020. This is due to 
the growing demand as the number of confirmed corona-
virus cases increases. 

If supply does not meet demand, the results could be 
serious for the global trading system. Despite the ramping 
up of production European and US leaders turned inward 
and imposed export ban on the masks amidst growing 
number of infections in their respective countries. 

Preliminary profiling of the virus (see graph 6) shows risk 
associated with coronavirus is medium to high. An infected 
person is likely to infect more than 3,5 individuals. This makes 
the virus more infectious than MERS, SARS, Swine Flu, and 
seasonal flu, but less infectious than Smallpox, Polio, Chick-
enpox and Measles. However, 95% of those infected are likely 
to recover making the virus less deadly than Bird flu, and Ebola, 
with recorded deaths of nearly 50% and 40% respectively. It is 
its fatality rate that makes coronavirus high risk. 

Few people died from Ebola and Bird Flu because these 
viruses are so deadly that infected people do not infect 
others because they become immobile fast, minimising the 
spread of the virus. Thus, governments have taken action 
to flatten the curve of the coronavirus through non-pharma-
ceutical measures commonly referred to as lockdowns.

Lockdowns presents a public policy dilemma that is difficult 
to navigate. Whilst flattening the curve is necessary it comes 
with substantial economic costs as people and business are 
forced not to engage in work and life activities that fuel the 
$87 trillion global economic output. 

Continue

Fed 2020 Mar 2020 Apr 2020 May 2020 Jun 2020

Graph 4: Egypt daily infections. source: Johns Hopkins University
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AdVErtoriAL

T he Group Forensic and Investigation Service (GFIS) 
department has in just under four years exceeded 
expectations and successfully established itself as a 
major part of the fight against fraud and corruption 

in the City of Johannesburg. Commissioner Shadrack Sibiya 
was appointed in November 2016 to lead the fight against 
corruption in the City and handle all internal investigations. The 
role of GFIS is to ensure that an effective fraud risk management 
process is in place to provide operational effectiveness to CoJ’s 
prevention, detection, investigation and response to the risks 
of fraud, corruption, theft and maladministration. 

GFIS has developed and continues to implement the anti-
corruption strategy in support of the City’s strategic objectives. 
This strategy enables the City and its Entities to address the high 
levels of fraud, corruption and maladministration. The GFIS is of 
the firm view that it is the responsibility of every employee within 
the City, including Councillors and its residents to contribute to 
the fight against corruption in order to ensure a corrupt free City.  

The reasoning was simple. There was an urgent need to root out 
fraud and corruption that had for long deprived residents of the 
City quality service that they deserve. Sibiya, a decorated former 
Gauteng provincial Hawks head, has proven time and time again to 
be the best man for the job. He has led from the front to fast turn 
the fraud and corruption unit into an almost overnight success story.

“Our work speaks for itself. We only had 14 employees when 
we started but we are now sitting on 74. This on its own is 
remarkable progress,” said Sibiya. The career crime fighter takes 

say No to corruption
even greater pride in the achievements of the anti-graft unit on 
the ground, including taking on the feared building hijack and 
cable theft syndicates in such a short space of time. Just under a 
year after stepping into the hot seat, Sibiya and the GFIS seized 
City Power infrastructure worth approximately R80 million in a 
joint operation with the South African Police (SAP) detective 
service and Johannesburg Metro Police Department (JMPD).

The crack unit had received a tip off from a member of the public that 
infrastructure material provided to contractors and sub-contractors 
for maintenance, repairs, and major projects, was not returned 
to City Power’s stores upon completion of projects. According to 
Infrastructure News: “The whistle-blower identified 12 properties 
belonging to the contractors and subcontractors where the infra-
structure was being held and following an investigation the GFIS, 
SAPS and the JMPD conducted raids at 10 of the properties”.

The GFIS has recorded many other successful operations since 
then that have not only saved the City of Johannesburg millions 
of rand but has also put away corrupt officials working with 
crime syndicates to defraud residents of quality service. Sibiya 
highlighted the swoop on over 200 JMPD police officers that 
were involved in corruption as another example of the unit’s 
relentless fight against crime and efforts to weed out corruption 
within the force. The corruption busting unit was again central 
in exposing the R66 million Eldorado Park substation scandal 
and arresting the leading culprits.

A City Power employee was dismissed after he was found guilty 
of misconduct and collusion with contractors, including granting 
payment of invoices for work not done at Eldorado Park 
substation. The contractor had allegedly received payments 
exceeding R66 million for work that was never completed in 
the building of the Eldorado Park substation and refurbishment 
of the Hopefield sub-station. They had secured the contract 
through a fraudulent bank guarantee which led the City to 
believe that they had the balance sheet to handle the project.

“GFIS is committed to fight fraud and corruption, and maladmin-
istration in the City, those that are found to be involved in criminal 
activities will face the full might of the law,” warned Sibiya. He 
said there has also been a number of other fraud cases involving 
city employees that have since been dismissed. Although he did 
not name some of the masterminds, Sibiya revealed that the list 
is long and GFIS counts MMCs, top business people, managers 
and political figures among their victims.

It is no rocket science or secret about the crime bedeviling 
the Joburg CBD because of the alarming deterioration that 
has been allowed to manifest over the years. The GFIS has 
taken the lead in Operation Buya Mthetho which is a new 
multi-departmental operation aimed at enforcing by-laws and 
bringing the rule of law to the City of Johannesburg. Operation 
Buya has launched several crackdowns on the crime infested 
and inhabitable hijacked properties and illegal connections.

Operation Buya Mthetho owes a lot of its success to being  a 
joint operation between all key City departments and entities 

Commissioner shadrack sibiya: City of Johannesburg.
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such as JMPD, Environmental Health, Social Development, 
Infrastructure Services, the City’s legal department, and Devel-
opment Planning to name but a few. The operation’s main focus 
is to ensure city by-laws are adhered to by all within the City 
and that the rule of law becomes the order of the day. “Local 
government is about producing services. If people steal from 
the City, they are stealing from the poor,” said Sibiya 

Raids of hijacked properties and the war on undocumented foreign 
nationals and small businesses operating illegally has stretched 
outside the Joburg CBD to areas such as Rosetttenville, Cresta and 
Roodepoort with many arrests being recorded. Just in February, 6 
suspected property hijackers were arrested in an evening raid at a 
hijacked property in Kensington, East of Johannesburg.

The suspects have appeared in the Jeppestown Magistrate 
Court on charges of trespassing and contempt of court. It is 
alleged that the complainant bought the property in May 2018 
but later discovered that there were people who occupied the 
property and paying monthly rental to an alleged hijacker. The 
matter was then reported to the City’s Group Forensic and Inves-
tigation Service (GFIS) department and the South African Police 
Service for investigation. An operation led by GFIS working 
together with the Saps and the Johannesburg Metropolitan 
Police Department (JMPD) was then set up.

To date 77 hijacked properties have been handed back to 
their rightful owners. About 1473 properties are confirmed as 
hijacked in the City. Criminals must know that they might run 
but there is no place for them to hide in Johannesburg. The City 
will not leave any stone unturned when dealing with criminal 
activities within its area of jurisdiction and we will continue to 
intensify the raids at these bad and hijacked properties with 
the assistance of Saps and other law enforcement agencies.

Sibiya said it would be simplistic to quantify the value of the GFIS 
solely on the number of fraud and corruption cases that it has 
solved.  He underlined that having a specialised vehicle to fight 
graft in Johannesburg is a big cost saver. The City used to spend 
millions paying service providers. We no longer need external 
service providers because we are doing those cases ourselves. 
“Today people know that there is a group forensics unit that fights 
crime in Johannesburg,” said Sibiya.

Still, the former Hawks boss said there is not a day that he 
does not wake up and not think of ways to improve the unit. 
“Yes, there are many successes to be proud of but there is also 
plenty of room to improve. We still require more personnel. 
For example, We only have 10 people that deal with hijacked 

properties. Ideally, it would be more effective to have two 
teams, one working a night shift and the other during day time. 
Remember, crime does not sleep,” said Sibiya.

The immediate plans that he wants to see created is that of a city 
which can respond to closing all loopholes that allow fraud and 
corruption to thrive. In the long term, Sibiya has a clear vision to 
ensure that Johannesburg is able to benchmark against the best run 
cities in the world. “We call Johannesburg a world class African City. 
It must just be that in every respect.  We must tighten our processes 
in such a way that it is difficult to steal from our city. We need to build 
quick responses that our people can trust to solve their problems.“ 
My greatest wish is for residents to trust the City of Johannesburg 
enough to be able to report to the GFIS,” said Sibiya.

The GFIS is not waiting for the city to provide it with more capacity 
for its work but is already steaming ahead with initiatives that will 
realise the short term and long term plans the unit has set itself. It 
has embarked on community awareness campaigns to highlight 
the menacing scourge of Cable thefts. Teams are sent out to 
different communities to teach them about the burden cable 
thefts place on both business and residential areas when they are 
left with no electricity for weeks.

According to  the copper theft barometer issued  by South 
African Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SACCI) (2013), the 
estimated costs of copper cable theft ranges between R5 and R7 
Billion a year. “We want to encourage communities to help curb 
this scourge by reporting these criminals,” said the GFIS boss. 
The crime busting unit further strives to be proactive in the fight 
to plug loopholes that can be manipulated by criminals. GFIS is 
presently vetting all the City’s senior managers and employees 
as part of the Minimum Information Security Standards (or MISS). 

MISS is a standard for the minimum information security measures 
that any institution must put in place for sensitive or classified 
information to protect national security, in this case that of the 
city. Sibiya described this programme as the “heartbeat” of his 
department because it is a proactive initiative. He is motivated 
that new Joburg mayor Geoff Makhubo and his administration 
are fully supportive of the work that the GFIS.

“So far so go good. The mayor and his team have really allowed 
us room to work. We are thoroughly enjoying the support from 
his office,” said the GFIS head. Sibiya concluded by saying:  “I 
encourage members of our communities to report any fraud 
and corruption activities through our 24-hour tip-off hotline 080 
000 2587 or visit the offices of GFIS situated at 48 Ameshoff 
Street, Braamfontein.”  
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CoVid-19

These measures undermine the fabric of capitalism. In a 
capitalist world, humanity across the world buy things they 
need and want with money and those that receive it use it 
to buy things they need. It is this simple human interaction 
that results in an $87 trillion global economy.

China was the first country to announce lockdown and the 
first to loosen it up. However, its approach was different 
from other countries since there was partial lockdown unlike 
national lockdowns measures that are widely adopted. 
China’s lockdown and others that followed suite reduced 
global demand for oil. 

This impacted relations among OPEC members who 
disagreed over oil prices. In March, Saudi Arabia reacted 
to Russia’s refusal to cut its oil production by unilaterally 
dropping prices, sending oil prices tumbling days after. In 
April 8, this impasse was resolved leading to some recovery 
in Brent Crude prices.

Other countries found themselves in the middle of this 
crossfire. The World Bank revised Nigeria’s growth owing 
to the drop in oil price. In its 17 February press release 
the bank said “Under current policies, the outlook is 
challenging. The mission’s growth forecast for 2020 was 
revised down to 2 percent to reflect the impact of lower 
international oil prices.…” Due to oil price drop, Nigeria and 
Angola, Africa’s largest oil producers experienced negative  
export growth.

As China lifted its quarantine measures in April countries in 
the Europe and Americas were experiencing surges in infec-
tions and deaths driving government to impose measures 
to curb the virus. Due to these measures, business confi-
dence declined. 

The IHS Markit Composite Purchasing Management 
Indices for Europe, US and UK dropped to 20.2, 9 and 16 
index points, respectively. Against the backdrop of other 
regions PMIs dropping, China’s Caixin Manufacturing PMI 
rebounded by ten points to 50.1 index points from 40.4. 

In the US 22 million job losses were recorded in April even 
though congress on the 27th of March passed the stimulus 
package which was nearly 10% of US GDP to provide financial 
aid to businesses as well as direct payments to individuals. 
In April 11, the US Fed also announced additional plans to 
provide up to $2.3 trillion in credit to struggling businesses 
and local government. 

This was followed by another stimulus package of $484 
billion in April 28, bringing total US spending on COVID 
19 relief up to $3tn. Such measures swelled the US budget 
deficit towards record levels. This also illustrated that US 
government investments had little impact in offsetting 
quarantine policies to curb the virus in the US. 

SA entered lockdown in March 27 amidst global demand 
and investment decline, and various sovereign credit 

Graph 6: Preliminary profiling of coronavirus. Source: New York Times
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downgrades. On the same day the country entered 
quarantine, Moody’s downgraded SA foreign and local 
currency sovereign credit below investment grade. This was 
the last of the top three credit rating agency to push SA 
rating into junk status. 

On the 3rd of April Fitch further downgraded SA’s sovereign 
credit rating by another notch pushing it deeper into 
sub-investment grade. "These downgrades increased the 
cost of capital for SA when the country needed financial 
resources to put in place" fiscal response to the impending 
weak economic performance during lockdown.

In his nations address to extend lockdown in April 16, 
President Cyril Ramaphosa acknowledged that lockdown is 
putting pressure on businesses and citizens, thus extraor-
dinary action will be required to minimise its impact. 

However,  SA has limited room for government expend-
iture to spur the economy due to increasing sovereign 
debt levels, loan service payments, the high wage bill of 
government employees, and declining tax revenue. Hence 
SA investment in support of Covid-19 is modest compared 
to other G20 countries (see graph 7).

Negotiations are underway to minimise the government 
wage bill with trade unions. If successful, this can create 
the space to redirect some of the resources to lockdown 
measures.   

April was the worst month for business in SA. Level 5 
lockdown regulations allowed only essential service 
businesses to operate. The 55,1% decline in exports was 
one of the indicators that illustrated how the economy was 
impacted by its quarantine policies. Because of declines in 
export, SA recorded a trade deficit of R35.02bn in April. 
This is in stark contrast to the R23.94bn surplus recorded 
at the end of March. SA’s exports to its major trading, who 
also were affected by lockdown restrictions significantly 
declined month on month. Exports to Europe declined by 
nearly 70%, which is equivalent to R24.21bn. 

Furthermore, due to lockdown measures SA’s revenue 
collection missed the target by 20%. “Gross tax revenue 
collected during the first two months of 2020/21 was R142 
billion, compared to our initial forecast for the same period 
of R177.3 billion. Put another way – we are already R35.3 
billion behind on our 2020/21 target” stated in Minister 
Mboweni’s in his budget adjustment speech. National 
Treasury Department revised its revenue collection expec-
tation also by 20% for the financial year 2020/2021. The 
revision of revenue collection is attributed to the stimulus 
package that included a R26 billion tax relief and delays in 
tax collection estimated to be around R44 billion. 

Given the increasing infection curve and low economic 
growth due to containment measures, global debt will 
continue to rise, crowding out expenditure on social and 
other economic priorities.  

Graph 7: G20 fiscal response to COVID-19. Source: New York Times
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The 31-year old industrial engineer, Neo Hutiri 
invented Pelebox, a digital dispensary system 
allowing chronic patients to access medication with 
ease. Many such innovations rarely go to market 

because they lack practical application. But Hutiri’s idea 
made it to the market. His solution is so persuasive that 
it was hard for gate keepers not to allow him to enter the 
highly regulated health care market. 

By Gov Makhubela

Pelebox: A digital box that 
solved the complex queuing 
problem in health care
Frustrated by spending 3 hours and 50 
minutes waiting to collect his chronic 
medication, Neo Hutiri, an industrial 
engineer, designed a digital box that 
reduced waiting times at public health 
care facilities to 22 seconds. Govenor 
Makhubela describes how Hutiri’s personal 
experience and life journey motivated the 
entrepreneur to invent Pelebox. 

iNNoVAtioN

the Peleboxes are smart lockers that work by syncing information with their user’s phone number.  
Photo: Neo Hutiri.
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With Pelebox medicinal dispensary system, patients receive 
a notification via an SMS that their medication is ready for 
collection at a selected local clinic. A patient’s medical package 
will then be placed in a smart locker accessible only via a regis-
tered mobile phone number and a One Time PIN (OTP). 

Upon punching these details on a touch screen, a specific/
designated locker will open allowing the patient access 
to their package with medication in it. The entire process 
has cut down the waiting period from several hours to an 
average of 22 seconds.

The idea of Pelebox popped out from Hutiri’s personal 
experience. He used to spend an average of three hours 
waiting in queues to collect his chronic medication.  In 
2014, he was diagnosed with TB and had to rely on the 
public health care system for a six-months-long treatment 
since he was unemployed. Before his misfortunes, Hutiri’s 
career was on the rise. 

He completed his Electrical Engineering degree at the 
University of Cape Town and joined, ArcelorMittal SA, a 
Luxembourg based steel and mining company. At the age 

of 23, Hutiri was managing a multimillion Rand project 
when he was moved from the plant floor in Vereeniging 
to an executive development programme overlooking five 
plants across South Africa. 

Hutiri was responsible for ensuring that production levels in 
his newly assigned plants ran efficiently. It is this responsi-
bility that prompted Hutiri to register for a Masters Degree 
in Industrial Engineering at the University of Witwatersrand 
specialising in operations and process management. 
Through his studies and his new role, Hutiri shifted his focus 
from steel production.
 
“I had fallen in love with what engineering makes you to do, 
…solving really challenging problems,” says Hutiri.

This entrepreneurial passion plus experiences of his icons 
drove him to achieve his ambitions to solve problems. He 
was inspired by entrepreneurial stories that had a tech-leg 
to them, amongst them Elizabeth Anne Holmes, Tony Hsieh, 
and Jeff Bezos.

In 2010 Hutiri resigned from ArcelorMittal SA having worked 
for the metals company for almost four years. He started 
a business together with a friend. Their market research 
revealed that courier companies have an average of 8% 
daily re-deliveries. This was a market worth $8 billion that 
the entrepreneurs decided to serve. The duo created digital 
lockers for freight firms, but they failed because they “…
could not attract the volume of the aggregated market,” 
remembers Hutiri. They lost all their pension money  
they invested. 

Hutiri was not  deterred to realise his ambitions. He decided 
to build digital boxes for health facilities. But having lost 
his pension in the first business, venturing into another 
business was daunting. Hutiri attempted to court another 
partner but failed. The prospective partner was sceptical 
because he was concerned that health care businesses are 
highly regulated and risky. Hutiri went in alone and called 
his new firm Technovera.

In late 2016, Technovera built the first digital box units in 
the Mamelodi township, 20 kilometres from Pretoria. The 
National Department of Health allowed him to run the first 
pilot that reached over 10 000 patients. The impact that 
Pelebox had did not go unnoticed. Amongst many other 
accolades Times Magazine named Pelebox one of the top 
100 Best Inventions globally. 
 
Hutiri is confident about future growth of his business. “We 
are here to service people. If your service is excellent, if you 
effectively put a lot of effort and time in making sure that 
you position value for people, they will keep on coming back 
to you”. He believes that innovation directed at impacting 
underserviced market needs will keep his business going.  
“As a company, our focus is on technology, social impact, 
scale and putting the person we serve at the heart of that.”  
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Geneva, Switzerland, July 1, 2020 – The COVID-19 
pandemic has provoked the deepest economic 
downturn of our lifetimes. In addition to the 
ongoing shocks to supply and demand, interna-

tional trade has been affected by a reduction in the supply of 
trade finance. Risk perceptions about non-payment in inter-
national trade are at the highest levels in a decade; banks 
are increasingly reluctant to take on payment risks in many 
countries where economic conditions are deteriorating.

Insufficient trade finance threatens to compromise otherwise-
viable trade transactions. We share the concerns being 
expressed in markets, and will work within our respective remits 
to make trade finance available through this difficult period, 
just as we did during the global financial crisis of 2008-10.

In many developing countries, particularly the poorest, 
shortages of trade financing can prevent commercial 
imports of essential goods like foods, drugs and medical 
equipment, on the import side. On the export side, it can 
prevent the sale abroad of crops and other products that 
provide livelihoods for the poor and are a key source of 
foreign exchange. Trade finance scarcity disproportion-
ately affects micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises 
(MSMEs), which account for the bulk of employment.

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak, multi-
lateral development banks have stepped up trade finance 
programs to support essential imports and key exports 
(see Annex), as international correspondent banks have cut 
lending across many developing country regions. Facili-
tating trade in medical supplies has been a significant part 
of these support packages.

More support will almost certainly be necessary in the 
weeks and months ahead, as the steep decline in the real 
economy starts to impact the financial system through loan 
defaults and corporate bankruptcies. Many developing 
countries were experiencing significant trade finance gaps 
even before the COVID-19 crisis; they face even tighter 
access to trade credit. A further decline in trade finance 

Joint statement by heads of   multilateral development 
banks and the World trade    organization (Wto) on 
supporting trade finance dur   ing the COVID-19 crisis
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak, multilateral development banks have stepped 
up trade finance programs to support essential imports and key exports

supply would, in the short term, make it harder for imports 
of food and medical equipment to reach economies where 
they are urgently needed. In the medium-term, it would 
impede the ability of trade to help drive economic recovery.

We, the World Trade Organization (WTO), International 
Finance Corporation (IFC, World Bank Group), European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), African Development Bank 
Group (AfDB), International Islamic Trade Finance Corpo-
ration (ITFC, part of the Islamic Development Bank Group), 
and the InterAmerican Development Corporation (IDB 
Invest, part of the Inter-American Development Bank 
Group) will continue to assess market developments as 
needs evolve and each of us will act within our respective 
mandates to reduce trade finance gaps that emerge during 
this crisis. We prioritize our support to areas in the world 
where such support is needed most, particularly the poorest 
countries. We also call on other relevant financial institu-
tions to support essential trade finance transactions.

Annex
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak, multi-
lateral development banks have stepped up trade finance 
programs to support essential imports and key exports, 
as international correspondent banks have cut lending in 
many countries in Africa, Latin America, Eastern Europe 
and the CIS, the Middle-East, the Southern and Eastern 
Mediterranean (SEMED) region, and developing Asia. 
Facilitating trade in medical supplies has been a signif-
icant part of these support packages, which include the 
following:

• As part of the World Bank Group's $14 billion COVID-19 
crisis response facility, the International Finance Corpo-
ration (IFC) launched a $6 billion trade and working capital 
finance initiative which comprises $2 billion from each of 
the Global Trade Liquidity Program/Critical Commod-
ities Finance Program and the Working Capital Solutions 
program, as well as an allocation of $2 billion from the 
existing $5 billion Global Trade Finance Program.

AdVErtoriAL 
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Joint statement by heads of   multilateral development 
banks and the World trade    organization (Wto) on 
supporting trade finance dur   ing the COVID-19 crisis

• On April 13, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
launched a $ 20 billion comprehensive support package 
to assist its developing member countries in their fight 
against COVID-19 through measures such as quick 
disbursing budgetary support with affordable terms 
and conditions. As part of this $20 billion package, 
ADB ramped up its $2.45 billion trade and supply chain 
programs. Over an eleven-week period from April 1 
onwards, ADB supported 1,700 transactions valued at 
$1.2 billion, addressing shortages and expanding the 
supply of essential goods, including COVID test kits, 
medicines and personal protective equipment, through 
its trade and supply chain programs.

• Responding to the coronavirus pandemic, the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 
launched two Solidarity Packages which include a 
massive increase in trade finance support. In the first five 
months of 2020 alone, the EBRD has provided amplified 
financing for trade with a record EUR 1.5 billion.

• With the approval of its $10 billion Covid-19 Rapid 
Response Facility (CRF) in April 2020, the African Devel-

opment Bank (AfDB) is providing up to $1 billion in trade 
finance liquidity and risk mitigation support to local 
banks in all 54 eligible African member countries.

• The International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation 
(ITFC) launched a US$850 million intervention, part of 
the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Group’s US$2.3 
billion 3Rs (Respond, Restore, and Restart) COVID-19 
Economic Recovery Program. The ITFC Response 
combines financing and technical assistance for govern-
ments, financial institutions and SMEs.

• As far as the Inter-American Development Corporation 
(IDB Invest) is concerned, in March of 2020, the Trade 
Finance Facilitation Program (TFFP) of IDB Invest has 
recorded a demand increase of 245% year-on-year. To 
support clients and the underlying MSMEs that often 
benefit from trade finance in times of credit shocks, IDB 
Invest will increase its guarantee and lending program 
by $1.5 billion for a total of $3 billion under the TFFP.

Distributed by APO Group on behalf of International 
Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC). 
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LEAdiNG MiNds

You cannot step twice into the same river. This is 
a philosophical position inspired by Heraclitus, a 
pre-Socratic ancient Greek philosopher, known best 
for saying “life is flux” or the more modern phase – 

“the only constant in life is change”.

The beginning of March 2020 saw OPEC cutting oil prices 
to about half. The biggest cut in almost twenty years. We 
have also been hit by the covid19 (coronavirus) pandemic 
that has seen the Chinese economy grind to a halt and 
devastated the markets of the world. 

The JSE has been a pool of red for days now. Who could 
have predicted this sudden change in the world economy? 
Flights grounded, nations in lockdown and many holidays 
cancelled. These bringing truth to the saying that ‘a butterfly 
flaps its wings in China and changes the weather patterns in 
Africa”. China has sneezed!

How then does one lead in such a small and 
connected world? 
Technological changes facing us, driven by artificial intel-
ligence, big data, machine learning, nanotechnology and 
many other technological advancements makes it easier, 
quicker and cheaper to do things that would have been 
impossible only a few years ago. There are a lot of things one 
can think about around leading in these times of uncertainty 
and constant drastic change. Five are chosen for this article.

Adaptability
To adapt, first one must be able to see the environment for 
what it is and not for what they hope it is or even what it was. 
Unfortunately, humans have cognitive biases created by 
our primitive brain, the fight or flight brain, that sometimes 
prevents us from seeing what is true. Anais Nin is attributed 
with the phrase; we see the world as we are and not as it is. 

This is sometimes referred to as the confirmation bias. We 
seek out information that supports our belief and we are 
blind and deaf to information that might challenge this. 
Some religions are good at exploiting this bias. 

A leader ought to be aware of these biases and challenge 
his/her decisions and convictions constantly. Why do I 
believe what I believe? This should be a constant question 
to any leader. As it is said, “know thy self”. Knowing thy 
self is knowing why you think the way you do and how you 

By themba Mosai

Leading in uncertain times
There are a lot of things one can think about around leading in these times of uncertainty 
and constant change. Themba Mosai, owner of UFODU and former Group Five former CEO 
articulates five of them.

reach your conclusions. But more importantly, its about 
understanding how flawed you might be in your thinking. 
It is pointless to ask this question without the willingness 
to change course and direction if the answer so dictates. If 
the world has changed, and always does – you must adapt. 

decision systems
A leader ought to have clear decision systems around them. 
This could include several things such as having trusted 
people who are impartial that you can bounce ideas and 
decisions of. These people should be able to disagree with 
you. So, don’t hang around people who always agree with 
you. There is no way you can be right all the time. Get over 
it, sometimes you are wrong. Be deliberate about seeking 
people who will disagree with you. This will sharpen your 
mind and get you to a stage where you critically look 
at yourself and your environment. Develop a logical 
mechanism by which you make decisions.

Building for defence not only to advance
Most leaders are optimists. This is good and is one 
quality that allows leaders to conceive of a different world 
and make moves to get to that world. The downside of 
optimism is that most leaders think about advancing and 
hardly consider the negative, failure. What if this fails. Do I 
have a fallback position? Can I wait it out and relaunch? A 
leader who builds an organisation that can withstand drastic 
changes in the environment will fare better in the long term 
than a leader who is interested in advancing only. A defen-
sively built organisation, however, does not move as quickly 
as one build for advancement only. 

Think about a tortoise. This is one animal that carries its 
defence on its back all the time. It is known for its slow speed 
of progress or advancement, but it will outlive the majestic 
Lions, Tigers, Eagles and Cheetahs by many decades. Build 
your organisation to last by building its defence on its back.

Experiment
However good your intelligence systems are, they will be too 
slow to give you enough information to make well informed 
decisions. Leaders must be action oriented and ready and 
willing to apologise. If you have all the information to make 
this decision – you are probably too late. A leader ought to 
be able to decide quickly. The leader must create feedback 
mechanisms to constantly review the decision. If new infor-
mation suggest that the decision was wrong, pride and ego 
should not stop the leader from apologizing and changing 
course. Don’t wait too long to move but also don’t commit 
too early. Decide, Act and Review constantly. Experiment.
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do not let any voice go unheard
It has been proven time and again that 
diversity is good for business. Yet for 
reasons, often illogical, many businesses 
prefer not to take advantage of this. 
There are still businesses that are led 
and run by a group of grey white males 
only. A leader ought to create diverse 
teams, diverse in age, race, gender and 
geography. 

While many leaders can do this, they 
struggle to ensure that each voice 
is heard. Ideas come from so many 
places. A leader must be able to listen 
and give voice to others. Defend their 
right to speak in whatever form. The 
loudest mouth is not necessarily the 
most knowledgeable. Create systems 
and platforms, comfortable enough for 
others to speak, write, gesture or 
whatever… let them commu-
nicate somehow.  

themba Mosai: owner of UFodU and former  
Group Five former CEo. Photo: Freddy Mavunda
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existing seZs in south africa 
Coega SEZ –  Eastern Cape Province
Dube Trade Port SEZ –  Kwa Zulu Natal Province
East London SEZ –  Eastern Cape Province
OR Tambo SEZ –  Gauteng Province
Musina-Makhado SEZ –  Limpopo Province
Richards Bay SEZ –  Kwa Zulu Natal Province
Saldanha Bay SEZ –  Western Cape Province
Atlantis SEZ –  Western Cape Province
Maluti –A-Phofung SEZ –  Free State Province 
Nkomazi SEZ –  Mpumalanga Province

Proposed but not Designated
Bojanala SEZ –  North West Province
Tubatse SEZ –  Limpopo Province
Upington SEZ –  Northern Cape Province
Wild Coast SEZ –  Eastern Cape Province

The current focus on the SEZ implementation programme is on 
attracting Investments for SEZs as well as policy alignment with 
key stakeholders.  

The ultimate objective of the conference was to bring together 
key players in the national SEZ space together with international 
SEZs. Such a gathering provided a platform where ideas were 
shared and innovative solutions were proposed to facilitate 
and build vibrant Special Economic Zones as well as ensuring 
investment in South Africa.

Follow the link for  additional SEZ sectors information:  
http://www.thedti.gov.za/industrial_development/sez.jsp

Contact us for any additional questions/enquiries regarding seZs.  
Kindly contact: SEZenquiries@thedti.gov.za
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towards full-scale industrialisation and inclusive growth
the dti Customer Contact Centre: 0861 843 384 

Website: www.thedti.gov.za
Department:
Trade and Industry
rePUBLIC OF sOUTH aFrICa

special economic Zone  
in south africa
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bonds yields dropped 
and investing in US debt 
assets was no longer 
generating high returns. 
The average yields of US 
debt stock dropped to 
1.84% in 2012 from 4,45% 
in 2004. This increased appetite 
for high-risk but high yield assets in other markets. Besides 
yield-seeking, there was concern over the future value of US 
assets considering the US macroeconomic problems that 
emanated from the 2008 financial crisis. 

Africa was well-positioned to receive Chinese financial assets 
considering its appetite for infrastructure build, relief from the 
crippling debt of the 80s and 90s and its geographical position. 

Africa is the second-largest recipient, after the Asia 
region, of infrastructure development finance 
related to the   (BRI). In 2018, Africa has received 
23% of the $614 billion BRI related investments 

whereas Asia received more than 50%. While China global 
outward FDI flows increased following the announcement 
of the BRI on 17 October 2013 in Kazakhstan, flows to Africa 
failed to pick up. The continent received only 7% of China’s 
$993 billion outward FDI flows.

BRI is part of China’s going global strategy announced at the 
turn of the century. This project has captured the imagination 
of many, and it is one of the most ambitious plans since the 
Marshall Plan. If successful it can change the world as we know 
it today. It will take the world back to the 1700s where Asia was 
the dominant economic player and China contributed more 
than 30% of the world GDP. It will further entrench south-south 
trade interdependence and reduce the dominance of the 
Triad – the three major trading and investment blocs in the 
international arena: the US, the European Union, and Japan.

With this initiative, China seeks to build the Silk Route 
Economic Belt, an overland rail and pipeline corridors that will 
connect more than 65 countries in Central Asia, the Middle 
East, and Europe. Alongside the Silk Route, China intends to 
build a 21st-century maritime silk route, a trade route that will 
link China with Europe via South Asia and the Horn of Africa.  

A variety of factors induced the Chinese government to change 
its global economic strategy. However, China’s strategy can 
be attributed mainly to its newfound wealth arising from years 
of economic growth and changes in the international political 
economy. With growth, Chinese foreign reserves grew from 
$500 billion in 2004 to $4 trillion in 2013. 

Hence China was on solid grounds to support BRI related 
projects. Before 2013 most of its financial assets were 
invested in US government debt assets. US economic 
recovery following the financial crisis of 2008 meant that 

By rammutle radithebe

While other countries of the world are 
recipient of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
from China, Africa is getting infrastructure 
financing to support China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI), raising concerns over the high 
risk of debt crisis in the continent

TraDe aND INDuSTrY

   

Development finance not 
Fdi support Bri in Africa
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The 1996 International Monetary Fund (IMF) Highly Indebted 
Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative provided $76 billion debt-service 
relief to 30 countries in Africa. This allowed countries affected to 
lower their debt burden and access new development finance 
from new sources, particularly the bond market. Geographically 
Tanzania, Kenya, Somalia, Djibouti, Eritrea, Sudan, Egypt, and 
Libya are affected by the planned 21-century maritime route 
since the route passes through these countries. 

The Chinese government has financed mostly transport 
infrastructure projects through buying bonds. This is despite 
the low credit quality of African bonds. Most of the African 
debt assets are rated below investment grade suggesting 
that credit rating does not influence the investment choice 
of the Chinese government. Projects that are aligned to BRI, 
as well as the bond yield, could be the driving force behind 

Chinese government investment choices. The average 
return from African sovereign bonds has been above 7% 
from the second quarter of 2018 to the second quarter of 
2019. In 2018 Africa issued bonds worth $15 billion, the 
highest recorded since 2006 when the continent started to 
access the international bond market.
    
However, China’s ability to provide development finance could 
be constraint by the changing economic environment it faces. 
In the last half of the previous decade, the rising power experi-
enced a weakening economy averaging 6%. The economic 
impact of the coronavirus will further increase the downward 
growth risk. This contrasts with the decade before where 
economic growth ranged from 6% and 8% peaking above 
14% at one stage. The weakening economy precipitated the 
loss of confidence amongst investors and wealthy individuals 

   

New Eurasian Land Dridge
China-Mongolia-Russia Corridor
China-Central Asia-West Asia Corridor
China-Indochina Peninsula Corridor
Banglodesh-China-Myanmar Corridor
China-Pakistan Corridor
Maritime Silk Road
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ForEiGN dirECt iNVEstMENts

in China resulting in capital flight. As a result, foreign reserves 
declined from $4 trillion in 2014 to just above $3 trillion in 2019. 
If this trend continues this can undermine China’s ability and 
commitment to continue financing the BRI.

Low-quality bonds in Africa have also raised concerns about 
the sustainability of the new silk road initiative. Given the 
narrow income base for African governments, debt servicing 
could pose major risks if left unchecked. The continent's 
median debt-to-GDP ratio has surpassed the 40% Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) debt ratio threshold of low-income 
countries. According to IMF research, low-income countries 
have a 15 -20% chance to recover from debt spiral if they 
exceed the 40% debt to GDP ratio. The region's median 
debt ratio to GDP rose to 53% in 2017 from 30% in 2012 
raising concerns over an imminent systemic sovereign debt 
crisis like that of the 1980s and 1990s when the region was 
frozen out of the international financial system.

In a statement released by the Chinese Embassy in Kenya, 
government officials expressed cautious optimism about 
the continent’s external debt sustainability. “China needs 
to keep an eye on certain African countries' risk of external 
debt. Currently, the sustainability of external debt is generally 
controllable, but we need to remain cautious about the 
possibility of a debt crisis in certain countries such as Sudan, 
Zimbabwe, Ghana, and Mozambique”. 

In this statement, they proposed various measures to contain 
a debt crisis on the continent. These included increasing free 
aid, insurance on the Sino-African cooperation project and 

entrenching Private-Public Partnerships to drive investments.
Moody’s 2019 review of the BRI warned that pursuing infra-
structure development for growth purposes without consid-
eration of increasing debt levels could undermine the initia-
tive’s intended benefits.

Despite the risks associated with BRI infrastructure financing, 
there are benefits for African businesses that could be 
accrued if appropriate project administration measures are 
put in place. From a financial perspective, companies are 
likely to reduce their transport costs since efficient transport 
infrastructure lowers transport unit costs. Furthermore, indus-
tries that rely on global sourcing to produce their products, 
equally price competitive, and need for stock replenishment 
is high- such as the apparel industry - speed can be a distin-
guishing competitive advantage. The new infrastructure will 
reduce value chain bottlenecks and errors. A study conducted 
by the World Bank showed that new and improved BRI infra-
structure will reduce the time between cargo departure and 
arrival in countries and regions affected by the initiative. 

For example, the average days it takes to move cargo from 
the Sub-Saharan region to East Asia & Pacific region is 21.3 
days currently. When BRI corridors are used it is estimated 
that the number of days will be reduced to 19 days. The effect 
of this is that trade volumes between countries will increase 
by 11.1%. Finally, BRI will increase the business capability 
to access a wider market base. Inputs such as raw material, 
parts or labour will become more readily available while at 
the same time outputs have access to a wider market. The 
cumulative effect is that firms will become more profitable.    

Source: OECD Data and China Global Investment tracker
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ENtrEPrENEUrsHiP

W ith an intuitive mind for sustainable fashion 
entrepreneur Alistair Barnes has built a brand 
that has become a global sensation. He is the 
man behind the Ballo, which has been making 

waves across the world taking sustainably sourced materials 
like wood and turning them into sunglasses, clothes, hats 
hangers and even pots.

“At Ballo we view waste differently and put the planet 
before profit,” said Barnes.

From humble beginnings in Cape Town, Barnes saw profit 
where others only saw trash. Their business is around high-
quality hand made products that have been on the faces of 
fans from London to New York. Fresh off their shelves is one 
of the most ‘unusual materials’ you wold have heard of - a 
new range sunglasses made from cork.

“A customer from Switzerland was told our wooden 
sunglasses float by a salesperson and they emailed me 
to complain. I asked them what I could do, and they said, 
"make me some that float". So, I refunded their initial order 
and made some that float,” said Barnes.

Six months later Barnes emerged with what he calls are the 
strongest and most sustainable sunglasses in the world – 
which co-incidentally also float.  

“It was very fun testing them. We dropped them from a 
7-story building and left them with one to three-year-old 
kids for days and they still wouldn’t break.  I still wear the 
original prototype,” he said.

The carbon neutral unisex frames are comfortable in any condi-
tions and can be fit with any lens. “Cork is the bark of the Cork 
Oak tree- the bark is skimmed off the tree once every 7 years and 
grows back with no harm to the tree. Our sheets are wine cork 
offcuts that are chipped and made into sheets,” said Barnes.

80% of the frame is cork, with 15% recycled canvas (flexibility, 
durability) and 5% a bio-resin (adhesion and bonding). “We 
have been using cork for a while due to its sustainable source 
and comfort on the skin. The combination of cork and recycled 
cotton & poly canvas took a while to land on - it was probably 
the 20th combination of materials we tried.” Rather than using 
automated machines the frames and cases are all handmade 

By Jay Jacobz 

From slick chic cork sunglasses to fashion 
forward face masks that give back to nature

A last throw of the dice

in Woodstock, in Cape Town, which goes a long way toward 
creating local jobs. It also helps give each pair an authentic air 
about them as no two Ballo sunglasses are ever exactly alike. 

“Seeing things differently is a challenge, but one that is at the 
core of everything we do. Therefore, Ballo runs our business 
differently by using recycled offcuts and other sustainable 
materials and by hiring local talent instead of using 
automated machinery.” But while it may be a champion for 
sustainable fashion, Ballo faces another challenge – trying 
to stay aloft in struggling economy amidst the outbreak of 
the novel coronavirus in South Africa.

The novel coronavirus which is spreading across the world 
has infected over a quarter of a million people causing over 
10,000 deaths. If is forcing countries like Italy and China to 
shut down entire provinces to curb it. 

Back in South Africa the numbers of infected are still 
relatively low, with more than 250 reported cases, but they 
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Photos: Supplied by Ballo

are still on an upward trajectory. As a result, South African 
President Cyril Ramaphosa invoked sweeping emergency 
powers as he announced a range of extraordinary interven-
tions to try and curb the spread of the coronavirus outbreak.

Small businesses in South Africa are feeling the pinch as 
some of the major decisions taken by Cabinet included: a 
ban on travel from various countries, including Britain, China 
and the United States; ports of entry; a ban on gatherings of 
100 people or more. 

It’s meant revenue drying up as people begin to self-isolate 
locking themselves up in their homes and cancelling trips. 
Amid the panic, shelves have run empty as South Africans 
stock up on toilet paper, hand sanitiser, canned food and face 
masks. The last thing people are looking for is sunglasses.

“Covid-19 and the travel ban has meant that we are shutting 
stores and our workshop. Cutting off revenue to the business 
and our 10 employees. The business currently can’t pay more 
than a month’s rent and wages and it’s not looking like the 
government is going to help,” said Barnes. With money 
running short Barnes was struck with a moment of inspiration.

“Earlier this week I saw someone throw away a face mask 
and thought, ‘no man, surely we can do better than that’. I 

found some offcut fabric, designed, prototyped and couple 
days later is today - in quarantine and selling ethical masks,” 
said Barnes. The end product is a fashion forward face mask 
that gives back to nature. 

They’re made from discarded fabric and designed to be 
washed and then used again – saving on masks and saving 
on materials.

In no way is he claiming the masks can prevent viral infection. 
The masks are not filtered and are not surgical grade and 
will not prevent infection with SARS-CoV-2. However, like 
other face masks, they serve as a reminder not to touch your 
face and to prevent you coughing on others. World Health 
Organization (WHO) recommends wearing masks when you 
are sick, to reduce the risk of contaminating others.

“We have up to 5 different fabric designs and if you order 
more than one, we will try put as much variety as possible 
so you can easily tell them apart. Unfortunately, as the 
outer layers of fabric are often offcuts, we cannot guarantee 
colours will be exactly as displayed.”

The masks could go a long way toward fulfilling a public 
need and securing jobs for Ballo as they continue to put the 
planet ahead of profits.  
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Fdi

O ne feature in the South African industrial lexicon 
in SEZ – for special economic zones. Still, the 
trade-off equation does not balance. The multina-
tional corporations immersed in the South African 

SEZ ecosystem enjoy disproportionately more concessions 
than the benefits they deliver to the locals.

A corporate tax rate as low as 15 percent, up to 10-year tax 
allowance on buildings, VAT and customs duty relief and 
many employment tax incentives are not translating into 
tangible socio-economic benefits for the country. These are 
increased manufacturing as a percentage of GDP, higher 

By Victor Kgomoeswana 

SA SEZs strategy should change to attract 
FDI that will deepen industrialisation

sEZ – to what end? 
employment and accelerated economic transformation for 
inclusiveness. 

In 2020, none of these spinoffs are evident. World Bank 
expects the economy to grow by markedly less than 1 
percent, unemployment is over 25 percent and the pace 
of broad-based black economic empowerment (BBBEE) has 
been pedestrian at best. The legacy of apartheid economic 
and spatial planning remains entrenched, which is a threat 
to socio-political stability. 

The industrial development zones (IDZ) programme was 
used by post-1994 South Africa to “reposition itself in the 
world economy” and “attract Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
and export of value-added commodities”. The Department 
of Trade & Industry (DTI) admits that “although there are 
major achievements with the IDZs there were weaknesses 
that led to the policy review and the new SEZ policy”. Yet a 
case of good policies sans political economic grit or teeth.
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Six new SEZs were approved by the DTI in July 2018. Will 
the new SEZ policy deliver anything significantly different?
The World Investment Report 2019 of the UN Conference 
on Trade & Development (UNCTAD), argues: “although the 
performance of many zones remains below expectations, 
failing either to attract significant investment or to generate 
economic impact beyond their confines, new zones continue 
to be developed, as governments increasingly compete for 
internationally mobile industrial activity”.

The report laments how in 2019 more than 1,000 of the 
5,400 new SEZs were established in the last five years, while 
“the continued enthusiasm for SEZs among governments 
around the world belies the impact of these zones, which is 
often mixed”.

Of the many developing countries profiled, the China’s 
approach to SEZs stands out for its long-term strategic 
approach. First, SEZs were concentrated in its four coastal 
cities, namely, Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Shantou and Xiamen, in the 
early 1980s – all located near Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. 

Then they spread east to coastal cities in the mid-1980s to 
“fully leverage the geographical advantages of those cities 
as foreign investment destinations”. The expansion in early 
1990s and 2000s shifted “more inland and then to the west 
of China to promote regional development”. 

Can we say the same for South African SEZs? Probably not. 
There is no coherent long-term strategic focus, regulatory 
framework and governance; nor is there a compelling value 
proposition for investors – thanks to Eskom, among others. 
If there is value for the investors, the local population is left 
out of the party. Otherwise, in areas around South Africa’s 
SEZs would be sites of radiating sustainable development. 
In other words, the economy of South Africa would not 

be growing by less than 1 percent with unemployment so 
rampant. 

To paraphrase the UNCTAD report, South Africa’s SEZs have 
been mainly about competing for “internationally mobile 
industrial activity” – without any lasting developmental impact. 
The problem is international investors are fickle; when they are 
done with you, they leave. Without lasting developmental 
impact, therefore, South Africa’s SEZ policy – for example - is 
good while automotive manufacturers produce cars - cheaply 
for export – but which are unaffordable to average South 
Africans. This is primarily because although the assembly is 
done in South Africa, the really costly components are still 
imported from the home countries of the original equipment 
manufacturers (OEMs)– which in turn have outsourced them 
to, unsurprisingly, China; and Vietnam of late.

If these SEZ policies had been conditional upon the same 
OEMs moving the manufacturing of some of their autocat-
alytic converters and control panels to South Africa, the 
impact would have been different. The contribution of 
manufacturing to the export revenues and GDP of the 
country would have turned out better than the 3.9-percent 
decline registered in 2019.

According to the 2017/2018 SEZ Annual Report, the 
average utilisation rate of the four key SEZs - Coega, East 
London, Richards Bay and the Dube Trade Port - remains at 
an appalling 12.5 percent; and that is only because of Dube 
Trade Port’s 18 percent.

For the billions invested in developing these SEZs, the return is 
not impressive; and will remain so until priority is given to local 
content, sustainable development and general alignment with 
regional economic integration objectives, now that the African 
Continental Free Trade Agreement has been ratified.  

industrial port with containers. Photos: Hxdyl



32 Business Unusual Quarterly   >   Covid-19 Special Edition

EdUCAtioN

S outh Africa has been on an expeditious rollercoaster 
journey concerning education. In less than two 
decades, higher education has transitioned from 
racially separatist institutions to a more inclusive 

system, where public higher education institutions have 
corporatized their processes and structures, and we have 
witnessed a private higher education sector contributing 
significantly to the development agenda. 

While the higher education sector tussles with the massi-
fication of education, the process of decolonization of the 
curriculum and the integration of 4IR trends simultaneously, 
everything is a priority in preparing future graduates for 
employability and entrepreneurship. 

A country where private higher education has grown over 
400% within a decade due to the hunger for knowledge 
and progression is met with the existing reality that over 1 
400 000 South Africans aged 18-24 meet the requirements 
of post school education but are unable to study due to 
the lack of funds, according to Statistics SA findings. As we 
trudge through each day in an attempt to align with global 
architypes, the world is brought to a halt by the global 
pandemic of catastrophic proportions, COVID-19. 

A pandemic that has gutted world economies, emaciated 
people physically and emotionally, but has been the best 
possible catalyst for acceleration in an education system 
convoluted with challenges. The current bleak unemployment 
statistics are at 31% and conjectured to 36% by December 
2020, and it is now more important than ever, that graduates 
are prepared for employability within a 21st century 4IR 
workspace, a rapidly transforming workplace that will soon 
become a playground for digital natives (Generation Z) who 
will join the existing millennials (Generation Y). 

Although higher education prepares graduate attributes for 
strengthening competencies such as critical and creative 
thinking, effective communication as well as cultural and 
social awareness, the focus from progressive private higher 
education institutions has been a holistic approach of 
generic graduate competencies and employability. 

By dr Aradhana ramnund-Mansingh 

CoVid-19 fast tracks 
preparedness for the 2030 
classroom in 2020

4IR workplace competencies that rank exclusively for 
success are digital proficiency, adaptability and innovation. 
In 2019, surveys by McKinsey and Microsoft forecasted an 
inimitable classroom experience by 2030. These included 
collaborative platforms which would allow individuals to 
study from any location. AI tutors, virtual experience lessons 
and gamified learning experiences will be the order of the 
educational day. Workplaces will transition to virtual spaces 
and gig economies will allow the greatest minds to share 
their expertise with diverse organizations globally. 

dr Aradhana ramnund-Mansingh. Photos: Supplied
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2030 forecasting accelerated in a precipitous manner within 
a space of less than a month. 1 March 2020 and a group 
of South Africans returning from an Italian holiday became 
synonymous with the onset of the COVID19 pandemic in 
South Africa. A full national lockdown was initiated on the 
26 March 2020.  

While public higher education gradually settles into a 
new education normal after losing almost 60 days of the 
semester, larger private higher education institutions swiftly 
transitioned even before the national lockdown. With 
systems already in place, private higher education insti-
tutions such as MANCOSA, projected and successfully 
executed a full semester of learning and little to no delays 
on student progression with their qualification. 

With live and recorded webinars, voice over presenta-
tions, formative activities to test knowledge and under-
standing, online submission of assessments and an online 
exam, students are well on their way to the 2030 classroom 
experience in 2020. The content dissemination was aligned 
with a fully functional administrative and academic support 
providing a real time interface. 

The positive education experience augers well for private 
higher education, however it is difficult to ignore the unique 
political history and the effects that continue to affect us. The 
socio economic divide in the country was visibly transparent 
in light of technical transformation and the palpable digital 
divide. The most severe challenges are the costs of data and 
the accessibility to connectivity which threatens the success 
of seamless operations which are technologically based. 

Students rely on equipment provided by institutional infra-
structure which include hardware, wifi and physical libraries 
which have been made challenging due to COVID19. Some 
students do not have any data connectivity in some of the 
areas in which they live. Zoom and Microsoft teams have 
been instrumental constructing the new higher education 
normal. Although public higher education has received 
concessions from data service providers for students to 
use Moodle and Blackboard which will be zero rated; the 
downloading of videos is not zero rated. 

In fact, virtual classes on any of these applications will incur 
between 500megabytes to 1 gigabyte of data per session. 
Private higher education students do not have this facility 
but relentless efforts to by private institutions to negotiate 
better options for their students are ongoing. Currently 100 
megabytes of data costs R15.00, an expense a number of 
students cannot afford.  

Dr Aradhana Ramnund-Mansingh: Academic at Mancosa, 
former human resource executive and gender specialist

teenagers covering their faces with social media icons. Photos: Rawpixel 
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oPiNioN

D r Richard Maponya inspired a generation of entre-
preneurs and industry pioneers that are shaping 
and influencing our world today. Talking to eNCA, 
Peter Vundla, a friend and colleague, refers to Dr. 

Maponya as one of the key pioneers for black business long 
before Black Economic Empowerment (BEE). Peter Vundla 
is one of the founders of HerdBuoys, a South Africa’s first 
black-owned advertising agency that influenced an industry 
dominated by global players.

Alongside the political fight against apartheid, Dr Richard 
Maponya and his wife Marina fought against the system as 
entrepreneurs, which proved to be riddled with even more 
challenges than textbook business difficulties. Apartheid 
laws restricted business licences for black business owners, 
which meant that Maponya had to trade below the radar 
to build his empire. Dr Maponya ventured into business 
ventures in 1951. He bought clothes at wholesalers to resell 
them in townships. To legalise his business, he applied for 
a trading licence in Soweto. His application was declined 
but the apartheid government later gave him the licence to 
trade daily necessities.

The trading licence imbued him to seek for more opportu-
nities. He and his wife Marina started a milk delivery business 
that employed 10 men on bicycles who sold milk around the 
township. This self-funded venture rapidly expanded to later 
employ 100 men on bicycles supplying households who didn’t 
own fridges. “Clover saw the potential of selling milk in the 
townships and they started coming with big trucks to sell. 

They took the bulk of my clients and I realized I couldn’t compete 
with them,” said Maponya in a Forbes Magazine interview. 
Realising that the dairy business could not compete with the 
giants, he started Maponya’s Supply Stores, which would grow 
to turn his into a household name in retail beyond Soweto. 

It became clear to Dr. Maponya that he needed to do 
something to influence policy that will level the playing field 
for black owned businesses under the apartheid government. 

By Mongezi Mtati

dr. richard Maponya dug 
deep and laid the foundation 
for sA to build on.
Dr. Maponya was a South African business icon who had the fearless ability to carve markets 
where others were reluctant to do so.

Dr. Maponya and other entrepreneurial peers established 
the National African Federated Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (NAFCOC). The organisation contributed towards 
business policies and legislation before and after apartheid. 
According to NAFCOC, the organisation contributed signifi-
cantly to legislation on BEE and to this day, continues to be an 
active voice for the welfare of small business in South Africa. 

Business ventures that Dr Maponya built include filling 
stations; one of the first car dealerships in a township in the 
1980s and others. He worked with Barloworld for ten years 
where they established Soweto’s first Toyota and VW dealer-
ships, which still stand as a testament for big idea thinking 
and the fearless ability to carve markets where others are 
reluctant to do so. Maponya Mall in Soweto, perhaps one 
of the most recognised symbols of his success, was officially 
opened by former South African president Nelson Mandela 
in 2007. Dr Maponya acquired the piece of land on which 
the shopping mall is built, in 1979. Yet it would take 27 years 
for him to realise the dream of a world-class shopping mall.

“I fought for 27 years for that mall and was many times 
denied; they actually thought I was dreaming. When Nelson 
Mandela cut the ribbon to open the mall, that was the 
highlight of my life,” Maponya said years later.

Chairman of industrial group Bidvest, Bonang Mohale, 
referring to Dr Maponya said: “He was the first to employ 
black people in numbers to work for him. He gave us the 
expression of ‘riding the tiger of apartheid.’ He said we 
cannot blame apartheid for being poor, not having business 
licences and having so many restrictions. He said we have 
to ride the tiger, be brave and fearless.”

South African entrepreneurs and business moguls refer to 
this visionary and pioneer as one of the foremost business 
thinkers of his time. He laid the foundation for many who 
would follow in his footsteps and was part of lasting change 
for Africa’s big business and entrepreneurs alike. Today his 
legacy lives on as one of the most significant entrepreneurs 
to build an empire despite systemic and political barriers, 
where there was also no funding to build businesses as a 
black entrepreneur.  



Prominent south African businessman dr richard Maponya. Photo: Jacob Mawela
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P eople sometimes ask me what inspires chefs when 
planning and preparing a meal. Well, to some extent 
a glass of wine does inspire my creative juices. But 
it is also a preferred intervention rather than a norm 

amongst chefs. Sometimes it is what we have in the fridge 
that matters the most, though there can be others such as 
a television programme or how my family greets me when 
I arrive at home. But with the lockdown, our best bet for 
flattening the coronavirus in South Africa and perhaps 
across the rest of the world, we need to do the best with 
what we have, to find beauty, pleasure and deliciousness. 

In this unfamiliar period, we are going stir crazy because of 
boredom, especially our children. For adults the constant 
depressing news of infections rising and people dying from 
coronavirus requires something to fill the psychological 
void. I actively sought all of these from my knife and tin 
opener. Bringing out my sharp knife, whipping some food 
out and cooking for my family has helped me to unwind and 
release the lockdown stress. When you have the right space 
and utensils in your kitchen, it comes fairly simple to take on 
the different products and make a meal. 

I found that there is strange new joy in preparing food, trying 
new recipes, in delighting at the challenges of cooking with 
what you have. But this is not always easy. Working as a chef 
has taught me that preparing food is challenging. Getting 
the correct flavour profile without a guide can create incon-
sistencies. The establishment and/or community within 
which you work will determine what your flavour profiles 
should be. Hence, we choose where we would like to eat, 
chasing that very flavour profile we desire.  Food differs by 
ethnicity thus what we eat in our homes is unique as well.

In preparing food all of this will determine what flavour profile 
you will adopt. All prepared food requires some seasoning, 
which helps in elevating the natural flavour of the product 
being cooked. You can then adopt more flavours according to 
your ethnicity or preference if you are cooking in the comfort 
of your home. My ideal lesson for adopting cooking styles and 
good flavour profiles is that you cook as much as possible and 
most importantly experiment with different kinds of food so 
that you know how they taste and how to cook them. Cooking 
is an adventure. It is like love; you should enter with loads of it. 
So recently I thought of an unfamiliar dish I called “My Sole” 

By Chef twain

ECLECtiC ELEGANCE

for my supper to impress myself and to astonish my family. 
It was inspired by the Sole fish, which is a type of flat fish, 
that was in my fridge. This dish comprises of braised rice, 
caramelized carrot tips, sautéed asparagus, mushroom sauce 
and garnished with deveined chillies. All elements in this dish 
requires absolute indulgence during preparation. 

This meal can be prepared and served within an hour. 

I could have used just seasonal melange of vegetables 
perhaps served with roast new potatoes. Potatoes take a 
bit of time to cook through and having vegetables doesn’t 
offer weight to the meal. 

With preparing a meal for a family with children, meals with 
a starch are always preferred. We often eat light away from 
home and once we arrive at home for dinner, a meal must 
be hearty, filling and be nutritious as possible.  

doing the best with what we 
have during lockdown: the 
inspiration for “My sole” dish
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MEtHod
1. Preheat the oven to 160°C.
2. Start by soaking your rice in cold water. 
3. Then chop your onions and garlic. Then in a heated pan 

melt the butter and oil over medium heat.
4. Add the onions and garlic and cook until slightly brown – 

about 5 minutes.  
5. Then wash and rinse the rice and add to the pan and 

combine well.
6. Add the chicken stock and bring to a boil then simmer for 5 

minutes.
7. Transfer to an oven proof ramekin, top up with chicken stock, 

cover with foil and place in the oven. Cook for 20 minutes. 
8. Remove from oven and allow to rest, covered for 10 minutes.
9. Fluff the rice with a fork to separate the grains of rice for plating

recipe name:  Braised Basmati rice (rice Pilaf)
Time to prepare: 1 hour
Yield: 2 portions

iNGrEdiENts QuaNTITY UNit
Butter or margarine 10 g

Oil 5 ml

Onion 10 g

Rice 25 g

Chicken stock (pre-prepared) 150 ml

Salt 2.5 g

Just take a spin at Business Unusual Website and see 
how you cook “My sole”:
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dEstiNAtioNs

Life of outdoor 
luxury after lockdown

F or many people around the world an experience 
of an African Safari will be a dream come true after 
a long period of being house bound - thanks to 
covid-19. Those that will have the privilege to make 

the journey, exclusive luxury lodges are ready to offer an 
African Safari that embodies unique design identities that 
speak to their locations to elevate the experience of visitors 
beyond the obvious.

There is a plethora of literature that illuminates the evocative 
portraits of an African Safari. Some of these are memories 
of European globetrotters that found themselves in East 
Africa, a region that is arguably Africa’s original wildlife 
safari destination. In her book, Out of Africa (later turned 
into a movie), Karen Blixen, a Danish author of the early 20th 
century, gives accounts of her Safari in Kenya between 1913 
and 1931. 

At the edge of the Mara Triangle escarpment, where Blixen 
used to stay is where one of the luxurious lodges, Angama 
Mara is settled. This scenic country estate boasts two camps 

Five majestic lodges in Sub-Saharan Africa that are befitting for those seeking to fulfil their 
lifelong dream of a luxury safari 

with 15 tents (on each side) fitted with 10 metre glass for 
ultimate viewing pleasure of the environment. The 20 
minutes’ drive to Mara River, scene of the annual Wilde-
beest migration drama, completes the unique experience 
of the lodge. 

The Kenyan reputation as a romantic and beautiful spot 
on Earth that inspired Hollywood movie makers to choose 
it as a location for the movie, Out of Africa, casting big 
names, Meryl Streep and Robert Redford is imbued in 
another of its premium lodge. Protecting Africa’s beautiful 
environment resonates with Segera Retreat and Spa found 
in the wilderness of Kenya’s Laikipia Plateau. 

By embracing the region's culture, communities, wildlife and 
environment, Segera has become the paradigm of a harmo-
nious eco-retreat. Guided game drives reveal the diversity 
and wonder of the area, home to an astounding variety of 
animals, while cultural interactions with local communities add 
an element of wholeness to the experience, not least as they 
derive a direct benefit from their relationship with Segera.
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It is true to say that Kenya is the original wildlife safari desti-
nation, but South Africa is the original luxury wildlife safari 
destination. Looking back at the evolution of African Safari 
the concept of luxury safari came into being around the 70s 
and the 80s.  Private reserves that spanned around Kruger 
Park, belie the transformation of the African safaris. 

They are part of the nexus that adds to the visitors’ 
experience through providing magical spaces with 
character. This symbiotic relationship between these lodges 
and the Park allows visitors to roam around 19,633 square 
kilometres park that host more than 753 species of animal 
and 1982 species of plants. 

Londolozi, one of the private lodges located inside Kruger 
park has perfected the art of luxury safari that has captured 
the imagination of modern-day travellers. “The room was 
wonderful, the dinner venues changes each night - a boma 
the first night, a private lantern lit dinner on our deck the 
second, and a candle light group dinner set up the last night 
with the gum boot dancers added a very special touch” wrote 
one of the visitors to the lodge, Sarah Corley. Such statements 
from visitors epitomises how safari experiences have been 
perfected over time. While Karen Blixen and her contem-
poraries reflected on Africa’s ruggedness in their accounts, 

modern visitors’ accounts are a far cry from what it used to be. 
The type of visitors that the safari lodges around the 
Kruger Park attract, tells volumes about appreciation for 
luxury. After visiting Royal Malewane, Sir Elton John, was 
quoted as saying the lodge is "one of the only places in 
the world where I can truly switch off and connect with 
nature.” From outdoor showers and infinity pools where 
giraffes occasionally come to take a sip, this lodge looks 
uber luxurious. 

As high-profile guest expectations soar, the Singita Boulders 
Lodge has elevated the interior design of their spaces 
inside out. And with a long-overdue global resurgence of 
interest in all things African, local cultural artifacts foster a 
connection with the African soul. They have been particu-
larly successful at capturing the essence of the environment 
because they use local artists, craftsmen and artisans to 
shape their aesthetic. 

The lodge has innovated on visitor experience which is 
now less scripted. For instance, there is no set times for 
meals, and maybe in the future visitors will not be required 
to wake up early in the morning for a game drive. Thanks 
to covid-19, they can simply stream a game drive live in the 
comfort of their rooms. That is the future of luxury safaris.  

A beach chair and umbrella on a tropical beach. Photo:  Matthew Trapp.



EVENts
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Photo: Fitria Ramli

All international events have been postponed due to COVID–19.

For more information:
Call the COVID–19 Hotline: 0800 029 999  |  Website: www.sacoronavirus.co.za
Send "hi" on Whatsapp to COVIT–19  Connect: 060 012 3456

Coronavirus (COVID-19)
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 www.businessunusualmagazine.co.za
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 @businessunusualmagazine
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+27 60 808 6771 

Advertising and Bookings 
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Quotations
accounts@ndabana.co.za
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www.joburg.org.za

Group Forensic and Investigation Service

@coj_gfis

Fraud and Corruption has no place in the            
City of Johannesburg.  Fraud and Corruption 
deprives the residents of the City the quality of 
service they deserve.

Be part of the ZERO TOLERANCE on fraud and 
corruption. Blow the whistle through the following 
platforms:

Anti-Fraud Hotline: 0800 002 587 (All official 
languages)

Visit: Group Forensic and Investigation Service 
Department, 48 Ameshoff Street, Braamfontein

Knowing people in the right places can get you in the wrong place. Change 

your thinking and behaviour, adopt ethical responsibility now. Fraud and 

corruption impact on service delivery, do not collude with officials.

Be part of the ZERO TOLERANCE on fraud and corruption in a world class 
African city. Blow the whistle on the following platforms:

Anti-Fraud and Corruption Hotline: 0800 002 587 (All official languages)

Visit: Group Forensic and Investigation  

Service (GFIS) Department, 48 Ameshoff Street, Braamfotein 

For more Information: 

Call the COVID-19 Hotline: 0800 029 999. 
Send ‘hi’ on Whatsapp to COVID-19, Connect: 060 012 3456 

Help prevent the spread COVID-19

RONAVIRUSC

Group Forensic and Investigation Service

@coj_gfis

www.joburg.org.za


